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Preview lssue
2007 Annual Meeting

An Annual Meeting with Big Themes: Bridging
the Weather and Climate Communities

nce again, the AMS

Annual Meeting will

offer a vast array of
presentations, short courses,
and other sessions. The selec-
tion is far frem random, how-
ever; BAMS asked the people
shaping our upcoming week
in San Antonio in January to
explain some of the principat
themes in this year’s meeting.
Here’s what AMS President
Franco Einaudi, and Annual
Meeting Organizing Commit-
tee Chairpersons Dian Seidel
and Mary Cairns told us.

How did “Bridging the Stud-
ies of Weather and Climate”
emerge as the theme for the
2007 Annual Meeting?

Advances in modeling, ob-
servations, and more place us
in the position where we muost
challenge the traditional as-
sumptions that have divided
weather and climate studies.

There is an ongoing debate
on the need for observational
systems designed for both
weather and climate applica-
tions. Similarly, we can ex-
tend the debate to modeling.
Rather than striving to model
the mean conditions of the
atmosphere, climate models
need to represent the varicty
and variahility of geophysical
mechanisms. The meeting
should expose the elements
that integrate weather and
climate and set the founda-
tion for an effective two-way
bridge between the studies of
weather and climate.

What differences between cli-
mate and weather science do
you feel are easiest to bridge?
And which are the hardest?

People have often approached
the problem from predictive
studies. What is currently
emerging is an appreciation

of other approaches, many
of which focus on the rep-
resentation of the “physics”
of the atmosphere and the
climate system. It has proven
remarkably difficult to im-
prove the parameterizations
and the robustness of our
climate predictions. This is
one of the major challenges.
Perhaps what is easiest is the
recognition that weather and
climate do need to be studied
in an integrated fashion, and,
hence, there is an increasing
recognition that weather data
stand at the foundation of
climate data records.

What has the effect of the
theme been on the program-
ming of the meeting?

This theme is particularly
exciting for many AMS com-

mittees and members. As a
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Growing Student Conference Keeps Adapting
to Attendees’ Career, Educational Needs

othing is growing
faster at the AMS An-
nual Meeting than the
Student Conference, now in
its sixth year. While the num-
ber of students attending the
conference has grown from
175 to over 350, the Increase
in Career Fair exhibitors has
nearly kept pace, doubling to
the 50 expected this year.
Some students attend two
and sometimes three years in
arow, and in turn conference
organizers have been taking
their feedback into account in
formulating the agenda.
This year’s conference
will feature more break-
out sessions, allowing more
opportunities to interact in
smaller groups and talk about
subjects of shared interest.
“Conversations with Profes-

sionals,” a big success last
year, will be expanded this
year. Separate sessions for
undergraduate and graduate
students will allow attendees
to choose topics, that is, how
to select a graduate program,
or how to apply for a job. In
addition, at the lnncheon, in-
stead of having one speaker,
guests from the atmospheric
community will sit with the
students and participate in
roundtable discussions.

Changes or no, the reasons
to attend, organizers say, are
the same as always, such
as meeting their future col-
leagues, networking for jobs,
and being exposed to career
possibilities.

The highlight for many
attendees is the Career Fair,
a comfortable setting for

approaching representatives
from schools, companies,
and government agencies.
Organizers advise students
to bring resumes and ask
questions specific to organi-
zations or programs in which
they are interesied. They sug-
gest asking the representa-
tives how they reached their
current positions.

“Students should try and
gather information on the
differences of working for
the private, academic, or gov-
ernment sector, and which
would suit them best,” says
Stephanie Armstrong, AMS
director of development. “Un-
dergraduates should prepare
questions about graduate pro-
grams and what departments
can offer them, including
financial support.”

San Antonjo Riverwalk

“Impacts of 2006’s Weather“
Reviews the Year's Top Stories

mpacts of 2006°s Weather,

a one-day program high-

lighting the top weather
and climate stories during
2006, is meant for anyone
with an interest in learning
more about the what’s and
why’s of important meteoro-
logical events. In past years
the session has attracted con-
siderable media attention, and
understandably the agenda is
finalized only by the time of
the meeting, to accommo-
date the latest developments.
Nonetheless, BAMS asked
NOAA’s Chris Landsea, one
of the chairs of the event, for
a sneak preview:

What topics do you expect to
Sfeature?

The first session will focus
upon international weather,
such as the strong Australian
tropical cyclones that struck
this year. Then there will be a
panel discussion on “Weather
Impacts on Sports and Enter-

tainment Venues” including
the 2006 Busch Stadium (St.
Louis) Microburst. We'll fin-
ish up with a session on the
top LS. events, including the
winter storms in 2005/06 and
tornadoes and hurricanes.

What connection might one
draw between this weather-
centered session and the
general themes of climate—
weather linkages in the meet-
ing as a whole?

The linkage to the general
theme of the AMS Annual
Meeting is very direct in the
early afternoon panel ses-
sion, which we will be co-
sponsoring with the “Forum
on Climate Variations and
Change as Manifested by
Changes in the Weather” and
we’ll discuss the drought and
fires in the western United
States, the floods in the east-
ern United States, and the
summer heat wave.
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result, many of the specialty
conferences are holding ses-
sions that directly address
the theme.

Two integrating themes—
“Climate Variations and
Change Manifested by
Changes in Weather” and
“Climate Aspects of Hydro-
meteorology”—will be ad-
dressed throughout the week.
Special joint sessions will ex-
plore questions such as: How
do climate variations affect
weather phenomena? How
do weather phenomena af-
fect climate variations? And
what are key phenomena and
processes that bridge the time
scales between synoptic-scale
weather and climate varia-

tions of a season or longer? So
while addressing the scien-
tific bridges between weather
and climate, the meeting is
creating bridges within AMS
and among subdisciplines.

What has made these is-
sues so compelling to meet-
ing organizers this year?

Some of the recent climate
change studies have stated
that we are seecing changes
in weather related to global
warming, Some social sci-
entists suggest that within
20 years water will replace
petrolenm as a main cause of
strategic tension.

That societal context is dealt
with directly in the Presi-

dential Forum. How is the
Forum tailored to the An-
nual Meeting theme this

vear?

In addition to keynote ad-
dresses on broad societal
perspectives, the Forum
showcases the intersection
between weather and climate.
Invited talks from leading
experts will provide unifying
perspectives covering a wide
range of scientific issues, in-
cluding the impacts of aero-
sols, water cycle variability,
connections between weather
forecasting and climate mod-
eling, improving model pa-
rameterizations with targeted
observations, climate and
extreme weather events such
as hurricanes, and detection

and attribution of regional
climate change,

What do you hope attendees
will learn from the Forum?

Our hope is that the Forum
will lead to new ideas and a
broader appreciation of the
many links between weather
and climate. Our hope is
that attendees will see the
beginning of a change in the
way researchers are look-
ing at the observations and
building theory and models.
By bringing together AMS
members from different sub-
disciplines, we hope for intel-
lectual “cross-fertilization”
and increased relevance and
robustness of weather and
climate science.




